TACGGYTACCTTGTTACGACTT -3'), were used to amplify the bacterial 16S rRNA gene fragments. The PCR reaction mixture contained 100 ng DNA, 2.0 mM MgCl2, 0.4 mM dNTP, 0.4 µM each primer, 1X Ex Taq TM buffer, and 1 U of Ex Taq TM polymerase (Takara). Thermal cycling conditions included initial denaturation at 94 °C for 2 min; followed by 25 cycles at 94 °C for 30 s, 54 °C for 30 s and 72 °C for 2 min; and final extension at 72 °C for 10 min. Amplified products of the expected size (ca. 1500 bp) were confirmed and excised from the gel, followed by DNA recovery with QIAquick Gel Extraction Kits (QIAGEN).
Cloning and Sequencing
The purified PCR products were ligated into the yT&A vector of the TA Cloning Kits 
